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FROM THE MAYOR 
AND 

BOARD OF  
TRUSTEES 

Hogback Notes for June 
 
Update:  The Bear Creek Lake Park Reallocation/Expansion project is still on hold, 
pending an investigation of the dam.  The results of that investigation are expected 
by the end of October, and they will determine next steps on the proposal.  More 
information on the reallocation, which would dramatically increase the size of the 
Bear Creek Reservoir, can be found in the Hogback Newsletter from December 
2019.  This is not a town project, but the board is monitoring the proposal since 
many of our residents value the Bear Creek Lake Park.  Previous newsletters are 
available on the Town of Morrison website. 
 
A little closer to home is our own Morrison Operating Reservoir.  Residents who 
enjoy hiking around “Morrison Pond” have noticed a troubling trend of increased 
visitor traffic, mostly from the Mount Falcon Trailhead area.  Associated problems 
have included littering, bathing in the reservoir, fishing, dogs in the reservoir, and 
the formation of illegitimate trails.  Thanks to Mike DeJonge and Fritz Fouts, the 
barrier pictured below was placed on the primary access point from Mt. Falcon.  
The “area closed” sign offers a $50 fine to trespassers.  Many water supply reser-
voirs are protected with chain link fence and barbed wire.  Hopefully, the soft ap-
proach of closing trails and clarifying regulations will preserve both the beauty and 
the safety of the Morrison Pond.  Town residents are not restricted from walking 
around the pond, but fish-
ing and swimming 
(including dogs) are pro-
hibited.  
 
Thank you, 
Katie Gill, Trustee 



 

 

            
 
                                                                          
 
 

                 
Morrison Natural History Museum welcomes visitors back 
soon. Join us for exclusive access to rare and unique fossils. 
Experience an unforgettable journey accompanied by our 
new expert-written self-guided app for mobile devices. 
 
We require reservations in advance in compliance with Colo-
rado State and Jefferson County guidelines, as well as in the 
interest of your safety. The reservation will be made for a spe-
cific time and allows you to explore the museum for a timed 
session of one hour. To purchase timed tickets, click the link 
in our bio! 

 
Using the guidelines for retail operations offered by the State of Colorado in conjunction with new 
guidance from the Town of Morrison, these guidelines and the changes below will outline how we 
carry out our mission to serve. We must work together to keep one another healthy by taking to 
heart these guidelines. 
 
- All persons over the age of 2 will be required to wear a mask when exploring the museum. 
- Masks will be made available to those who arrive without.  
- Timed tickets will be sold online to both allow for physical distancing and to lower our visitor 
count. 
- A custom MNHM tour app will be available soon to virtually 
guide visitors through the exhibits. 
- Don’t have a smart device? You may borrow a tablet with the 
MNHM tour app preloaded. 
 
We are excited to welcome you back in a safe and friendly en-
vironment. Please contact the museum on our social media or 
email us at info@mnhm.org to answer any questions. 
 
In other news, MNHM has opened its Paleontology Field Pro-
gram in central Wyoming. Our skeleton crew discovered new 
sites and even juvenile Triceratops fossils! 
 
Stay tuned for updates. 
 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Matthew T.  
Mossbrucker,  
Director and Chief Curator  

Morrison Natural History Museum 



 

 

POLICE DEPARTMENT  

      Police History and Changes for the Future 
 

Summer has arrived and with it the influx of visitors to the “Nearest Far Away 
Place”. To that end the police department has been stepping up its community po-
licing efforts. This summer you will find the police officers walking in the down-
town area in a new optional uniform complete with beige Wrangler jeans, brown 
cowboy boots, straw cowboy hats, and a new badge with historical meaning. All 
in an effort to bring back the past when you drive through the hogback. 
 
All of the Morrison Officers have been educated as to the locations of many of the 
unmarked Town history locations, like the trains roundabout, the funicular, the 
“original” name of Red Rocks Park, the CCC camp, the Morrison Home, the car-
riage house, the stables, Mr. Walker’s home, the western White House, the old 

school house, the old Morrison Jail, the train conductor’s home, the casino and pool, and the fish hatchery. 
 
So what is the significance of the new badge? Well the badge reflects the rich history of law enforcement in 
the Town of Morrison from the early Marshalls Office signified by the star, to Red Rocks and the Colorado 
and Southern Railway engine, with the oval shield representing the implementation of a police department, 
this truly represents “the Historical Town of Morrison”. 
 
On Memorial Day our officers began wearing the new uniform and since the first walk downtown our offic-
ers have been photographed on every walk by our out of town visitors. We even showed up on a Facebook 
post from Valdosta, GA! And several Twitter feeds. 
 
So, with all of our work to enhance our community policing with a blast of the past, we continue to move 
forward for the future. That cowboy look still garners a little bit of old Americana. What we believe is just 
what the “Nearest Far Away Place” needs. 
Here in Morrison the men and women of 
your police department continue to serve 
with their heads held high providing you 
with an old-style image, but a move to 
the future providing quality police work, 
and we appreciate all of you that have 
reached out with your support during 
these trying times. 
 

G. Mumma  
Chief of Police 



 

 

.: Remembering the Horton House :. 

The corner of Park and Canon will forever be remembered 
by Morrison residents as the “Horton House Property” in 
memory of the beloved geranium pink house that once stood 
on the lot.  
 
The original house, built in the 1860’s, was once the home 
to James and Amy Abbo, who built the Abbo & Lewis Liv-
ery and Carriage House buildings in the 1900’s. And to Dr. 
Frank Luce, Morrison’s early “horse-and-buggy doctor” 
who lived there for the first half of the 20th century. From 
1945 to 1973, the house was a Mexican restaurant, El Gallo 
Tuerto, which was ran by Town resident and enthusiastic 
amateur historian, Lorene “Reenie” Horton.  
 
Reenie’s daughter and Morrisonite, Lila Horton, opened the 
Horton House Bed and Breakfast in 1994 occupying the 
original house, with a few additions. Building on her and her 

mother’s love for historical preservation, Lila filled the Horton House with antiques and artifacts, many of which she 
and Reenie rescued from old Morrison homes in the 1970’s.  
 
Besides from being the only inn in town, the Horton House attracted many concertgoers and visitors alike because of 
its enchanting gardens, historic flair, quaint landscaping, and the relaxing sound of the burbling Bear Creek right be-
hind the house.  
 
In addition to booking guests, the Horton House also hosted annual Bear Creek High School reunions for graduating 
classes between 1930s- 1950s, provided a space for ballroom dancing (and lessons from Lila if you were lucky), and 
acted as a quasi– Town museum.  
 
Not only was the Horton House home to Lila and Reenie Horton, it was the home to much of Morrison’s historical 
and cultural artifacts. Lila carried on her mother’s quest of preserving Morrison’s history through her hospitality and 
curated displays at the Horton House. Lila was quoted in 2006, “I would love to see my efforts encourage Morrison 
to come together as a closer community; to get more people involved in maintaining our small-town sense of belong-
ing and participating”.  
 
Sadly, on October 1, 2015, a fire caused by an unattended candle flame destroyed the Horton House Bed and Break-
fast along with many of its artifacts.  Not only did Lila Horton lose her family home, but Morrison lost a central and 
intrinsic piece of its unique and quirky individualism.  
 
After years of the community attempting to restore, rebuild, and 
save any part of the historic home, it was determined to be unsafe 
and that the house needed to be demolished. On June 2, 2020, the 
historic pink Horton House Bed and Breakfast was torn down and 
after 160 years, 105 Canon Street is back to being a vacant lot, ex-
cept for the still standing Carriage House.  

 

References and more reading:  

https://morrisonhistory.org/people/lorene-horton/ 
https://morrisonhistory.files.wordpress.com/2012/04/lilah.pdf  



 

 

Morrison Assistance Network 
We are a group of neighbors who can help homebound or quarantined people in Morrison get the 

groceries and/or supplies they need. If you feel too vulnerable to go out in public, or if you may have 
been exposed to the COVID 19 virus and don’t want  to  risk  exposing  others,  please contact us. 

  
Call or email people from the list below to request assistance.    

( If the first person you reach cannot help directly, your request will be forwarded to a community list) 

  
  

Want to volunteer? Send your name and contact information to Katie Gill, jimkatie@aol.com  
or call (303) 881-3379 

Katie Gill Phone:  (303)  881-3379 Email: jimkatie@aol.com  

Elizabeth Burris Phone: (303) 697-2004 Email: eburris2@msn.com 

Petra Bute Phone: (303) 748-2817 Email: Petralikesyoga@gmail.com 

Becci Siegle Phone: (303) 204-1645 Email: beccimatt@comcast.net 

Paul Sutton Phone: (720) 767-8788 Email: paul.sutton@du.edu   

Chris and Kathy Wolfe Phone: (303) 350-7867 Email: Chrisandkathy@comcast.net  

Stay Informed! 
Join the Town email list to 

stay up to date on Town 
happenings and notices. 

Email 

Help Keep Morrison 
Clean and 

Please Pick Up After 
Your Dog 

Town Offices will be closed  
on Friday, July 3, 2020 in  

Observance of  
Independence Day 


